YORK
were all out on strike, and had been for some considerable
rime, and we had soldiers out guarding depots, power stations
and the like. On the Saturday evening, however, I got a
message to say: "We are holding our service to-morrow.
Hope you are coming." So I decided to go. My senior
Staff Officer, Major-General Harman, came with me. We
were welcomed by my friend with the red tie. We had a
delightful service, ending with "God Save The King," and
then they aU marched back to their headquarters. They sent
me a resolution of thanks for attending, and when I left York
these same good loyal fellows gave me a very delightful
picture which I greatly treasure.
During my last year at York my mother died and, when I
got back to York one evening after her funeral, I found a letter
from  Sir  Laming   Worthin gton-Evans,  the   Secretary   of
State for War, asking me to go and see him, which I did the
next day.   He told me he hoped that I would be the next
C.LG.S.; that I had gained a good deal of experience as
D.C.LG.S. but that I kcked experience of India which he
thought essential.    He asked me if I would go to India as
G.O.C.-in-C. Western Command at Quetta.   I should not
have left England again had my old mother been still alive,
but, as she had just died and I had no other ties, I readily
accepted, for I remembered Henry Wilson's words that no
one should be C.LG.S. without experience of India.   Later,
when I was at Quetta, Sir Laming and Lady Worthington-
Evans paid us a visit, and it was certainly his idea at that time
that I should be C.I.G.S.   He was then a sick man, however,
and unfortunately died shortly afterwards, and things turned
out differently.   The then C.I.G.S. had his time extended
from four years to seven, in order to effect economies in the
Army.   Field-Marshal Lord Birdwood, then C.-in-Q, India,
asked for me both as CG.S. India and as G.O.C.-it-C.
Northern   Command.   Both  of these  appointments were
refused me.   While I was still in England, before leaving for
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